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JOURNAL OF WILLIAM BLACK, 

1744. 

Seceetaet op the Commissioners appointed bt Goteenok Gooch, op 

Virginia, to unite with those from the colonies of Pennsylvania 

AND Maryland, to treat with the Iroquois or Six Nations 

op Indians, in reference to the lands west of the 

Alleoheny Mountains. 

Edited by E. Alonzo Brook, Secretary of the Virgmla Historical Society. 

INTKODUCTION. 

The following graphic portraiture of the social life of 
our ancestors, of Colonial Days, is a verbatim transcript of 
a manuscript journal, hitherto unpublished, kept by William 
Black, a native of Scotland, and apparently, at the era of its 
writing, not long a resident of the colonies, and, it may rea- 
sonably be inferred, from the vivacity of his style and the 
gayety of his habits as recorded, then quite a young man. 
It will be observed that the so-named " sociality" was a 
cherished and habitual feature of entertainment. The 
" cheerful glass" was not only indispensable at the domestic 
board, but appears to have been an essential even at State 
Councils ; it was the symbol of welcome, and its omission 
would have been considered a breach of the requirements of 
9 ( 117 ), 
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hospitality. Much deferential courtesy marked official in- 
tercourse, and the graces were not only cultivated, but 
learning and the arts and sciences were duly appreciated, 
whilst mechanism and manufactures were conducted on no 
paltry scale and in no mean degree of excellence in the 
childhood days of the colonies. 

And though our goodly ancestors were nothing loath in 
the mazy dance, and may now be considered as having been 
perchance somewhat o'er-partial to the flowing bowl, yet 
midst their pleasures, there appear to have been due con- 
sideration of the useful and ample attention to graver things. 
Kot only trading vessels, but ships of war were built, and 
that not unfrequently, as a launch is more than once men- 
tioned in the following pages, which will be found also to 
embody the names of some of the actors of those days. 

Mr. Black appears to have accompanied as secretary, in 
May, 1744, a commission composed of Colonels Thomas Lee 
and "William Beverley, appointed by Governor Gooch, of 
Virginia, to unite with commissioners from the colonies of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, to treat with the Iroquois, or 
Six United Nations of Indians,' in reference to the lands 
west of the Allegheny Mountains, which the Indians claimed 
as having been conquered by their forefathers. These lands 
were also claimed by the French, M. Joliet,' a peltry trader, 

' The Iroquois were of the Huron type of aborigines ; they were superior 
to all other native tribes of North America, whom they kept in terror of 
their warlike abilities. — Gameau's Canadian, vol. i. 84. 

The Iroquois, in 1666, consisted of nine tribes, comprised by two divisions 
of four and five tribes respectively. They united together for common de- 
fence for purposes of aggression. The " Six Nation Confederacy," in 1763, 
comprised the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tuscaroras, Onondagas, Cayugas, Senecas 
(the Tuscaroras, who were from the south, having united with the original 
Five Nations, the designation of the Six Nations was assumed), and various 
tribes scattered over the region of the Ohio and around the lakes, numbered 
more than 4000. — " Papers relating to the Iroquois and other Indian tribes." 
Doc. Hist, of New York, E. B. O'Callaghan, M.D., 4to., 1850, vol. i. pp. 13, 25. 

^ Joliet was a man of talent, who was educated in the Jesuits' College of 
Quebec, probably for the church ; but who had gone into the peltry trade. 
He had travelled much in the neighborhood of the lakes, and had gained 
much knowledge of the Indian tribes. He received as a reward for his 
western discoveries, and for an exploratory voyage to Hudson's Bay, the 
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and Pere Marquette, a Catholic friend,^ having, in 1673, 
passed in a canoe from Quebec down the Mississippi to the 
Arkansas River, thereby, according to alleged maxims of 
laws of nations, acquiring a right to all the lands watered by 
the Mississippi and its tributaries, or about one-half of the 
North American Continent. These conflicting claims led to 
the war between the French and English, in 1754, in which 
General Washington, then Colonel in the Virginia Line, 
iigured. Upon such absurd foundations do nations ground 
their claims !^ 

The commissioners were also instructed to adjust all differ- 
ences and unpleasant relations existing between the Indians 
and the colonists.* 

A treaty was concluded in July, 1744, by which the 
Indians, in consideration of £400 paid, and a further sum 
promised, relinquished the country lying westward of the 
frontier of Virginia, to the Ohio River.* The expense of 
this treaty was paid out of the royal quit-rents.* 

Island of Anticosti, on which he built a fort, which, however, he afterwards 
abandoned. He was also nominated hydrographer-royal, and was enfeoffed 
in a seignory, near Montreal. A mountain near the river des Plaines, a 
tributary of the Illinois, and a town near Chicago, take their names from 
him. — Garneau's Hist, of Canada, translated by A. Bell, Montreal, 1862, 
2d edition, vol. i. p. 258. 

■ Marquette died among the Illinois Indians, with whom he remained as 
missionary. — Ihid. 

* Irving's Life of Washington, vol. i. p. 48. 

' A conflict occurred in 1743, in West Augusta County, Va., between a 
band of Shawanese Indians and a company of militia, under Capt. McDow- 
ell, in which the latter and a number of his command were killed. — Harri- 
son, vol. i. p. 428. 

" In the year 1744, by reason of some strife between the frontier people 
and Indians of Virginia and Maryland, they aim to settle their dispute by 
the medium of the Pennsylvania Governor, through a treaty, to be con- 
vened at John Harris's Ferry (now Harrisburg), which was, however, not 
held there but at Lancaster, where the affair was adjusted satisfactorily." — 
Watson's Annals of Phtla., ed. 1857, vol. ii. p. 160. 

* Campbell's Va., p. 433. 

' Quit-rent, a tax of two shillings per hundred acres, was required annu- 
ally by the Crown on all land patents, seven years after the dates of their 
issue. — Henning, vol. i. p. 228. 
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It is to be regretted that the journal terminates, as it does 
most abruptly, on the 15th of June, at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Black afterwards married a Miss Dent, of Maryland, 
and it is probable that his acquaintance with her may have 
commenced at this time, and have caused a dissolution of his 
connection with the commission, and the closing of the jour- 
nal. He located himself in Manchester, Virginia, and en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits ; he was highly successful in 
business, and acquired a large and valuable estate. He 
owned the Falls Plantation, lying on James River, near 
Richmond, numerous slaves, trading vessels, and other per- 
sonal property. The first was plundered, and the vessels 
were destroyed by the British, under the traitor Arnold, in 
the expedition of 1781. One of his servants died about the 
year 1854, at an advanced age, who distinctly remembered 
Arnold's " Red Coats," from whom he escaped, after being 
carried several miles down James River.* 

The original of the journal is contained in a small duo- 
decimo volume bound in undressed calf. The handwriting 
is beautifully minute and regular, and yet withal remarkably 
distinct. Mr. Black was a close observer, seemingly of 
everything that came within his vision, and his style of nar- 
rative, though quaint, is pleasing. His expressed sentiments 
exhibit sensibility and refinement, and stamp him as pos- 
sessing much nobility of character. 

He is mentioned by a contemporary as being a hospitable 
gentleman and a true patriot.^ 

The journal has been preserved in the family of the au- 
thor, and has descended through the hands of succeeding 
generations to its present proprietor — who is naturally the 
great-grandson of Wm. Black ;' he is also a lineal descendant 
of Wm. Clayborne, the Rebel, of Virginia History— Herbert 
A. Claiborne, Esq., of this city, who has courteously permit- 

' He waa owned by Herbert A. Claiborne, Esq. 
2 MS. Journal of Ool. B. Hill, 1777-81. 

' His mother waa Delia Hayes, the daughter of James Hayea, a native of 
England, and Ann Dent, the daughter of Wm. Black. 
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ted it to be copied under the direction of the late Thomas II. 
Wynne, Esq., whose long devotion to historical, archaeolo- 
gical, and kindred pursuits, evinced by zealous and untiring 
research, will entitle him to the respect and grateful considera- 
tion of his fellow-citizens of the Old Dominion. 

Descendants of William Black. 

1. William Black married Dent, of Maryland ; had issue. 

2. Ann Dent Black, who married, first, Hardiman ; had issue, one 

daughter (Lucy K.), who married Greenhow ; who had issue, 

two sons (James Greenhow and Samuel Greenhow), and two 
daughters (Cora, who married Judge Abner Ellis of Vincennes, 
Indiana, and Lucy K. (now dead), who married James 0. McFar- 
land, President of the Va. Bank at Charleston, Kanawaha). 

2. Ann Dent Black married, second, James Hayes from England ; had issue 

by him, one son and two daughters. 

3. Dr. John Hays, who married ■ (his widow and children arc in 

Fredericksburg, Va.). 
3. Ann Dent Hays, who married McRae. 

3. Delia Hays, who married Herbert Augustine Claiborne of Richmond, 

Virginia ; and had issue. 

4. John H. Claiborne, Major C. S. Army. 

4. Herbert Augustine Claiborne, Jr., Counseller at law, and President of 
the Mutual Fire Association Company of Richmond, Virginia. 

JOURNAL. 

Thursday, May the 17th. 
This Morning at 9 of the Clock, in Company with the 
Hon'ble Commissioners, and the Gentlemen of their Levies, 
Colonel John Taylor, Jun'r,* Presley Thornton,^ Warren 
Lewis, Philip Ludwell Lee,* James Littlepage, and Eobert 
Brooke,* Esquires, I Embarked on Board the Margaret Yacht 

' Colonel John Taylor was one of the first Council appointed under the 
Virginia Constitution of 1116.— Campbell's Va., p. 651. 

" Member of the House of Burgesses, from the County of Northumber- 
land, until 1760, when he was appointed a member of the State Council. 
He filled both offices with great credit. He died in 1%^.— Bishop Meade's 
Old Churches and Families, vol. ii. p. 143. 

^ Son of Thomas Lee, Commissioner. 

* Presumed to be the brother of Richard Brooke, who was the father of 
the late Hon. Francis T. Brooke, Judge of the Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
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lying off Stratford" on Potomac, and about 10 minutes after, 
was under sail with a small Breeze of Wind at S. W. One 
Jack Ensign and Pennon flying. After the Vessel had got 
way, with the Trumpet we hailed the Company (who came 
to the "Water-side to see us on Board) with Fare-you-well, 
who returned the Complement, wishing us a Good Voyage 
and safe Return, for which, on the part of the Company, I 
gave them Thanks with the discharge of our Blunderbuss. 

As farr as I could observe the Gentlemen and Ladies on 
the Sandy Bank, we had full Sails, but on loosing the Sight 
of them, or on their retiring, we lost our Wind, which made 
me conclude, the Gentle Gale we then had was nothing else 
but the tender Wishes of the Women for their Husbands, 
and the Affectionate Concern of the Mothers for their Sons, 
Breath'd after us in Gentle Sighs. We was off the Table 
of Poplars when becalm'd, when we sent the Barge ashoar 
for Cherries, and in a little time the Wind Springing up at 
E., made two Tacks which brought Us into the Mouth of 
Nominine Bay, where we had a change of Wind to S. W. 
that carried us down as far as the Mouth of St. Mary's 
River, where we Spoke a Sloop from Dorset^ County, in the 
Eastern Shoar, Load with Plank, in our way thither fir'd 
a Gun and hail'd a Ship lying off Corbin's Creek j supposing 
her a Vessel lately come in, and Expecting some News ; but 
on sending her Boat on Board Us, found her to be the 
Hudson of Whitehaven, Capt. Joseph Ruddirick, ready to 
sail for that Place, the Sailors, for their trouble got a Bottle 
of Rum, and by them, sent some white Biscake as a present 
to the Captain, and wishing them a Good Voyage, they put 
off for their Ship, at 1 of ye Clock P. M., we had Dinner, 
when with Good Roast Veal, and Stuff'd Gamon, or with 
Chickens, we satisfy'd a very keen Appetite, which seemed 
to be not a little height'ned by the little time we had 
breath'd in Another Element. About the Close of Day, and 
a little below St. Mary's, had a very hard Gale from S. S.W, 

' Built by Thomas Lee, situated on the bluffs of the Potomac Eiver, sup- 
posed to have been named from Stratford, Middlesex, England. 
2 Dorchester. 
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which obliged Us to take in our Fore-Sail, and Settle our 
Main-Sail and Jibb; it blow'd fresh for half an hour, in 
which time, most the Fresh-water Men retired, and betook 
themselves to their Cabbins, some of them, not without 
apprehensions of Fear, which was to be seen Pictur'd in 
their Pale Countenances ; but tho' there was no Danger, 
having a very sober and Careful Person for our Skipper, that 
had everything Prepar'd in Case of a Sudden Squall, yet such 
concern was very Excusable in those that had never been 
any further on the Water than crossing a ferry, and very far 
from the least Imputation of Cowardice. I am not so good 
a ITaturalist as to discover by what Secret Springs Fear has 
its motion in us, but the Physicians say, there is no One 
Passion that sooner Disthrones our Judgment, and even in 
those of the best Settled Tempers : Soldiers (a sort of Men 
over whom, of all others, it ought to have the least Power) 
how often has it Converted Flocks of Sheep into Armed 
Squadrons, Reeds and Bull Pushes into Pikes and Lances, 
and even Friends into Enemies. I know some who would 
be very much Disconipos'd at a little ruffling on the Water 
when in a Boat, and yet that Person (I am sure) would 
cut a Grlove, or Resent an Affront with his Sword, without 
Showing any Cowardly Fear. This Gust being over, we 
had moderate Weather, but dark and Cloudy, the Wind 
bawling to the Southw'rd, but not so much as to hinder us 
lying our Course, about 12 at night Doubled Point Look- 
out, standing up the Bay with young Flood, a Small but fair 
Breeze, and a fine Serene Night. 

On Board the Margaret, Friday, May the 18th. 
With the Light of the Day I got up to the upper appart- 
ment of our Wooden Convenience, leaving all below under 
the Leaden Scepter of the drowsy God, when I found our- 
selves abreast Patuxant River, with a fine leading Gale at 
S.W., 45 Min. after 6, came up with Devils Island, it now 
blow'd a fresh Topsail Gale, in one hour after, was off Poplar 
Island, and 35 Min. after 8, was up with the Lower end Kent 
Island, when we was obliged to Slacken Sail for the Bardge 
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our Yacht had in Tow. I forgot to say that oflf the Mouth 
Patuxant, at the Desire of the Coromissioners, I saluted 

liousbie, Esq, Collector of that River and Naval Officer 

of the Bay, with a Discharge of our Blunderbush. Was 
opposite West Eiver at a Quarter past 9, the Wind still 
fresh'ning, the Seas run high, and now, some of the Levee, 
whose Faces, for some time before, look'd a little white 
Wash'd, and seem'd as if their Blood lay Freezing at their 
Hearts, their Brains turning Dizzy like a Hogg troubled 
with the migrams, at last began to give but very unpleasing 
accounts of what they eat for Breakfast. At 11 O'clock 
A. M., Came to Anchor before the City of Annapolis, on our 
coming into the Harbour, the Sailors belonging to some 
Vessels then lying there, seeing us with Ensign, Jack, and 
Pennon flying, and so many hands on Deck, Concluded we 
w^ere some Man of Warrs Tendar, come in order to Press, 
and Immediately got to securing themselves the best way 
they could, some Conveying themselves on Shoar, others 
hiding them in the Hold and other parts of their Vessels, 
the best way the little time and so sudden surprize could 
allow them. After some time Spent in Shifting our Cloaths, 
&c., the Commissioners, &e., went on Shoar, and was very 
Kindly Received at the Landing Place, by several G-entlemen 
of Distinction of that Province, and Conducted to the first 
Tavern in Town, where they welcomed the Commissioners, 
and the Gentlemen of their Levee to Annapolis, with a 
Bowl of Punch and a Class of Wine, and afterwards waited 
on us to the House of the Honorable Edward Jennings, Esq, 
Secretary of the Province, where we Diu'd very Sumptu- 
ously. After Dinner, the Commissioner wrote to the Gover- 
nor of Virginia the following Letter : — ■ 

To The Hon. William Gooch, Esq., Governor of Virga. 
May it Please your Honour. 

We Emhark'd at Stratford yesterday in the forenoon, and 
arriv'd here this day. The Commissioners for this Province 
do not Design to move untill they have an Express to tell 
them when the Indians will be at the Place of Treaty. They 
have had some advice from their Agent at Philadelphia, 
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that the Indians are not yet Determined as to the time of 
their being there ; we did not think this Sufficient to stop 
us, as we had your Honour's Commands to be there by the 
last of this month. But as some notice of this came by an 
Express from Mr. Jennings to us, before we left Virginia, a 
Letter was wrote to the Governor of Pennsylvania, to In- 
treat him to cause iN'otice to be left for us at the Principio' 
Works, when the Indians were to be at the place, to the end, 
that if we had time, we would receive his Commands at 
Philadelphia before we met the Indians. 

The Assembly are Sitting here, all we hear yet of them is, 
that they are like to brealc up without doing anything to 
the purpose, upon a difterence like to arise, about the manner 
of giving 3d. a hhd. for furnishing the Country with Arms, 
and the Commissioners tell Us they will not give anything 
towards the Expence of Treating with the Indians.^ 

We are with all possible Respect and Duly, 
- Sir Your Honour's 

Most Obed,, and Most Hble. Serv'ts. 

THOMAS LEE, 
W. BEVERLEY. 

We have the opportunity Accidentally, by a Boat from 
York that goes Directly. 

' Principio Iron Works, Cecil Co., Md. 

° The tribes of the Six Nations were the most powerful confederacy of 
Indians on the continent, and, to prevent any further difficulty with them, 
it was determined to extinguish their claims to territory in Maryland, by 
purchase. The governor recommended this subject for the consideration of 
the Assembly, at the session of 1742. They concurred in his views, but a 
contest immediately arose as to the power of appointing commissioners to 
effect the proposed arrangement. The Assembly asserted their right to 
select a portion, and named Dr. Robert King and Charles Carroll, to act in 
conjunction with those appointed by the governor, and laid down certain 
instructions for the guidance of their conduct. Governor Bladen considered 
this as a usurpation of his powers, and refused to confirm their proceedings. 
The House remained firm, and the negotiation was suspended. Having 
failed to bring his opponents to subjection. Governor Bladen, at length, in 
1744, appointed commissioners on his own responsibility, without reference 
to the action of the Assembly, and a treaty was concluded by them with 
the Six Nations, in conjunction with the representatives of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, at Lancaster, in Pennsylvania ; whereby, in consideration of 
the payment of three hundred pounds current money, they agreed to re- 
linquish all claim to any territory within the boundaries of Maryland. — 
McSherry's Hist, of Md., p. 110. 
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In the Afternoon, the Commissioners, attended by the 
Gentlemen of their Levees, waited on his Excellency, 
Governor Bladen,' by whom they were received very Gra- 
ciously, and after about an hour's Conversation, which passed 
chiefly on the Embassy, they retired to Esq. Jennings's, where 
they Lodged that E"ight, the other Gentlemen had Lodgings 
provided them at other private Houses in the Town, where 
we all Eetir'd about 11 at night. 

Annapolis, Saturday, May 19th. 
After Breakfast, the Gentlemen of the Levee Join'd the 
Commissioners at Esq. Jennings's, in order to Accompany 
them to the Governor's where they were to Dine, having 
received an Invitation the Afternoon before ; We were 
Received by his Excellency and his Lady in the Hall, where 
we were an hour Entertain'd by them, with some Glasses of 
Punch in the intervals of the Discourse ; then the Scene was 
chang'd to a Dining Room, where you saw a plain proof of 
the Great Plenty of the Country, a Table in the most 
Splendent manner set out with Great Variety of Dishes, all 
serv'd up in the most Elegant way, after which came a 
Dessert no less Curious; Among the Rarities of which it 
was Compos'd, was some fi.ne Ice Cream which, with the 
Strawberries and Milk, eat most Deliciously. After this 
Repast was over, (which, notwithstanding the great Variety,) 
show'd a face of Plenty and M'eatness, more than Luxury or 
Profuseness, "We withdrew to the Room in which we was 
first Received, where the Glass was push'd briskly round, 
sparkling with the Choicest "Wines, of which the Table was 
Replenished with Variety of Sorts; His Excellency, the 
Donour of the Entertainment, is in his Person inclinino- to 
the larger Size of Men, Straight and well-proportioned, a 
Manly Face and Sanguine Complexion, seem'd Complaisant 
and free, of a Good Deal of Humour in Conversation, he had 
not a little "Wit, and is allow'd to have a considerable Claim 
to Good Sense, and every other Qualification Requir'd to 

' Thomas Bladen, Governor 1742-7. 
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Compleat a Gentleman ; his Stature and Deportment is much 
becoming, and adds not a little to the Dignity of his Office. 
His Lady is of middle Size, Straight made, Black hair, and 
of a black Complexion much pitted with the smallpox, but 
very agreeable, and seems to have a great Stock of Good 
Nature, as well as Wit ; she is a passionate Admirer of the 
Game Whist, which she is reckon 'd to play admirably well ; 
she is, by Birth, a French Woman, tho' not addicted to the 
Foppery of that E^ation in appearance. About 4 in the 
afternoon, the Company broke up, and from thence went to 
the Stadt-house, where the Assembly of that Province was 
then Sitting, and in a Debate on a Division of a County ; 
but Order and Decorum, which Justly Regulated is always 
a great Addition to the Augustness, as well as Honour and 
Credit, of any Public Body, was not to be Observed in this 
House ; Nothing but a Confus'd Multitude, and the Greater 
part of the meaner Sort, Such as make Patriotism their Plea, 
but Preferment their Design, and that not for the Honour 
but the Profit ; nor is it to be so much Surprizing, as it 
ought to be Regreted of (to see a Country managed, and the 
Legislature in the Power of a party, the greater part of 
which having no more Regard to Law or Justice, but so far 
as it is productive of Good to themselves, most of them 
preferring a Private Advantage to a public Good) when the 
Method is Considered, which many of the Members of 
Assemblies take to make themselves popular, which puts it 
in the Power of Every Pretender that Enjoys Estate Enough 
to Enable him to make a few Entertainments or Barbecues, 
to be sent a Representative for his Country, without any 
other Motive on his Side, than what he can make it turn to 
his own Advantage, a little Self Interest and a Great deal 
of Ambition ; while the true Patriot, a Lover of his Country, 
and a Real Honest man, is Rejected, such is the Effects of 
Party Prejudice. It is Surprising what minute and Con- 
temptable Causes Create Discontents, Disorders, Violence, 
and Revolutions amongst Men, what a small Spring can 
Actuate a Mighty and many-headed Multitude, and what 
mighty Numbers one Man is Capable of Drawing into his 
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Disgusts and Designs. It is the Weakness of the many, 
when they have taken a fancy to a Man, or the ISTame of a 
Man, they take a Fancy even to his failings, Adopt his 
Interest, Right or wrong, and Resent every Mark of Disfavor 
shown him, however Just and Necessary it be; If a Man 
makes them Drunk twice or thrice a Year, this Injury is a 
Kindness w^hieh they never forget, and he is sure of their 
hearts and their hands, for having so Generously Rob'd them 
of their time, their Innocence, and their Senses. From this 
the Commissioners return'd to Mr. Jennings, while the Rest, 
with Myself, went to visit the Situation of the Town ; it 
consists of a great many Good Buildings, but very Irregular, 
they cover a good deal of Ground, which is Perinsulated, 
the River running almost round it, Excepting a little Isthmus 
joining it to the Continent ; the principal Buildings is the 
Stadt-Houses, the Council-house, and the Free School, three 
very good Houses standing in the Middle of the Town, on 
the top of a high Hill overlooking the Town ; the Foundation 
of a very fine House Designed for the Governor was laying 
on a Beautiful Spot of Ground On the East side of the Town, 
towards the close of the day, "We Returned to Mr. Jennings', 
where his Excellency, the Governor, was pleas'd to wait on 
the Commissioners, and pass'd the forepart of the Night ; 
the Company parted half an hour past 11, when I went home 
to my Lodgings ; this day Cloudy, with Wind at W. 

Annapolis, Sunday the 20th. 
This Morning about 7 O'clock, I got from my Bed, and 
taking a turn to the Water side, had Intelligence of a 
Schooner Just Arriv'd from York, that had brought a 
Gentleman belonging to Barbadoes to Annop' and was Re- 
turn Next Tide, which I Went and Communicated to the 
Commissioners, on which they wrote the following Letter to 
his Honour, Governor Gooch, which I carried to the Skipper 
of the Schooner : — 

To The Hon'ble William Gooch, Esq., Governor of Virga. 

May it Please j'our Honour. 

Annap', May 20th, 1744. 

The 18th, we had the Honour to Acquaint you of our 
Arrival here by a York Boat, and that these Commissioners 
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are not dispos'd to move untill they are Sure the Indians are 
on their way ; some doubt they will not come at all ; 'tis 
said there has been some White Men Murdered off Pennsyl- 
vania, and that the Indians are enquiring for the Murderers.* 
The Intelligence we have here, comes from the Secretary^ of 
Governor Thomas,^ as we are told ; they have here great 
Suspicions of Mr. Weiser,* and believe that they will not 
Solely Rely on him: . . We Submit it to your Honour, 
whether it will not be proper for Us to have your Command 
to have another, if we find it necessary, this we think we are 
not at Liberty to do by our Instructions, which are Possitive 
as to Weiser ; hut if your Honour thinks proper to write us 
by the Post to Philadelphia, a Liberty to take another, we 
shall either do it or not as we see Occasion. 

We are very Kindly us'd by the Governor here, we wish 

' " In 1744, Conrad Weiser was sent to Shamokin to inquire into the 
murder of John Armstrong, an Indian trader, and his two servants, Wood- 
worth Arnold and James Smith, alleged to have been committed by some 
of the Shamokin band of Delawares. He delivered his message ' to the 
Delaware chief, Allumapis, and the rest of the Delaware Indians, in the 
presence of Shikellamy and a few more of the Six Nations.'" — Tah-gah- 
jute; or, Logan and Cresap, by Brantz Mayer, note at the foot of page 43. 

" In 1744, Mussmullin, an Indian chief, murdered John Armstrong and 
his two men, on Juniata, and was apprehended by Captain Jack's party, 
but released after a confinement of several months in Lancaster prison." — 
Watson's Annals of Phila., vol. ii. 109, ed. 1857. 

^ Eichard Peters. 

^ Subsequently Sir George Thomas, Governor of the Leeward West India 
Islands. Died in London in 1775. Blake's Biog. Die, Philadelphia, 1856. 
He arrived in Pennsylvania in 1738. Watson, 1-274. Governor from 1738 
to 1747. 

* Conrad Weiser was an early and respectable interpreter, in which capac- 
ity he officiated in nearly every treaty effected with the Indians in his day. 
He with his father were among the first settlers of Schoharie, New York ; 
who emigrated thither from Germany in 1712, under a proclamation of Queen 
Anne of 1709, allowing settlers to take up land free, and to be exempted 
from taxes. When N. Bayard, the Queen's agent, came afterwards to enroll 
their names and to record their metes and bounds, they became alarmed and 
offered resistance. Strife ensued, when, upon the invitation of Sir William 
Keith, Governor of Pennsylvania, thirty-three families emigrated to that 
State, and settled at Muilback or Millbrook. Conrad Weiser was commis- 
sioned Colonel in 1756. He lived and died at Womelsdorf, a town situated 
between Reading and Harrisburg.— Watson's Annals of Penn., ed. 1857, 
vol. ii. pp. 207, 258. 
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indeed, we have bad the favour of your Letter to him. We 
are with the Greatest Respect, 

Your Honour's Most Dutiful & Obed't Ser'ts, 

THOMAS LEE. 

W. BEVERLEY. 

The Commissioners and their Levee Kept their Rooms the 
Forenoon, as Divine Service was not to be performed in Town 
this Sunday, betwixt the hours of 12 and 1. "We Join'd the 
Commrs. at their Lodgings, and waited on them to the House 
of the Honourable Tasker,^ Esqr., where we Din'd in 

Company with his Excellency the Governor, his Lady, and 
some more Gentlemen of the City, and spent most part the 
Afternoon, after which Return'd to Mr, Jennings's in the 
Evening. Mr, Dulaney and two or three more Join'd Us» 
where two or three hours was agreeably Spent, and the Com- 
pany Retir'd to their Respective Lodgings about 10 ; this 
day clear, Wind at S. W. 

Annapolis, Monday, the 21st. 
Rose half an hour after 6, took several turns in the Garden, 
and at 9 O'clock eat Breakfast at my Landlords, and there 
Join'd the Company at the Billiard Table where the forenoon 
was past over, after 12 waited on the Commissioners, at Mr, 
Jennings, and with them went to the House of Ross, 

Esqr., Clerk of the Council, where we were Invited the Day 
before to Dinner, after a very Decent Entertainment in Com- 
pany with the Young Gentlemen (leaving the Commissioners 
Engag'd with other Company) I went to the House of Dele- 
gates, and heard a Petition in Chancery Argued by Council, 
it being before thrown out by the Judge of the Court, and 
brought before the Assembly to Confirm the Right of Lands, 
for which consideration money was paid, and no sufficient 
Conveyance made, although a Power of Attorney was to any 
practising Attorney to acknowledge the same fully. At Night 
his Excellency the Governor and some other Gentlemen, for 
the Entertainment of the Commissioners and the Gentlemen 
of the Levee, gave a Ball in the Council Room, where most 

' Benjamin Tasker, President of the Colony 1751-3. 



Journal of William Black. 131 

of the Ladies of any l^Tote in the Town was present, and made 
a very Splendent Appearance, in a Room hack from that 
where they Danc'd, was Several sorts of Wines, Punch, and 
Sweet Meats, in this Room, those that was not Engag'd in 
any Dancing Match, might either Employ themselves at 
Cards, Dice, Back-Gamon, or with a cheerful Glass : the 
Commissioners amus'd themselves till about 10 O'clock, and 
then went home to their Lodgings. 

The Ladies was so very Agreeable, and seem'd so Intent on 
Dancing that one might have Imagin'd they had some De- 
sign on the Virginians, either Designing to make Tryal of 
their Strength and Vigour, or to Convince them of their 
Activity and Sprightliness. After Several smart Engage- 
ments, in which no Advantage on either side was Observable, 
with a Mutual Consent, about 1 of the clock in the Morning, 
it was agreed to break up, every Gentleman waiting on his 
Partner home. 

"Wind at N., and so very cold, tbat at the close of the 
Evening it was observ'd to Snow. 

Annapolis, Tuesday, 22d. 

This Morning about 7 I got up and with Mr. Bulling my 
Landlord I took a "Walk about two miles out of Town, re- 
turn'd about 9 and after Breakfast, went to Mr. Jennings's, 
where I spent the forenoon ; a little before 1 O'clock came 
three more of our Company, and Join'd the Commissioners, 
then we went to Dine with Charles Carroll,' Esqr., One of the 
Council of the Province, where we staid till near 5 at which 
time the Commissioners went according to a former promise 
to Sup with his Excellency the Governor at his House, but 
the Young Gentlemen having Engag'd themselves the day 
before, to wait on some Young Ladies who was to meet at 
Mr. Ross's House in the Evening, they went to the Governor's 
and after making their Excuse, for So short a Visit, then Re- 
turn'd to the Fair Assembly, where the Night was very 

' Son of Daniel Carroll of King's County, Ireland, Charles Carroll came to 
Maryland in 1686, and settled at Carrollton. He was the grandfather of 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the Signer of the Declaration of Independence. 
—Biog. of Signers, by L. Carroll Judson, Phila., 1839, p. 132. 
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agreeably spent with Dancing, Singing, &c., about 11 O'clock 
the Ball elos'd, and every man with his partner went to con- 
duct her home ; but one of the Ladies it seems had ply'd the 
Artillery of her Eyes so Dextrously, that she had no less than 
a pair of Gallants to wait upon her Home, but whether the 
Lovers had been making their Case Known to the Fair, 
beseeching her to have Compassion on them, and heal the 
Wounds, which if she was not entirely unacquainted with 
her own Charms (which very few "Women are), she must be 
very Sensible of what they suffer'd, or if betwixt themselves 
they were Disputing one Another's Title, my not being pre- 
sent renders me uncapable of Judging, but it is a Strong 
Proof that one or other was the Truth, since the Lady was 
obliged to show them that she did not stand in need of a 
Convoy, and with the help of her heels gave both the Slip, 
leaving them to grope their way to where they Lodg'd ; 
another of our Gentlemen, after having seen his Miss safe, 
Steer'd a Course as he thought for his own Port, but either 
by the Darkness of the Night or with the help of Willis-ove- 
the-Wisp, I can't say which, but betwixt both, he made a 
Shift to get into a Swamp, when he made several turns, dou- 
bles, and windings, before he got clear, and at last, had like 
to have been Shipwreck'd among a parcel of Tann-pitts, 
stumbling into one of them that happily had but very little 
Water in it, after he got himself disengag'd of these leather 
pots, he had the luck to Stumble into the Right path home : 
he and I Lodging in the same Room, I happeu'd to get there 
a few minutes before him, when I was Surpris'd to see A 
person come puffing and blowing, like a Grampus before a 
Storm, and Shaking his Tails, like a Dog coming out of a 
place where there was as much Mud as Water, it was now 
after 12, as soon as he entered the Room, while he was un- 
casing himself from his wet Garments, he gave me the His- 
tory of his Travelling Adventures, after which we got to 
bed, where under the Dominion of the Drowsy God, and his 
leaden Sceptre, we Remain'd Insensible till morning. 

(To be continued.) 



